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attributed to the intervention of township governance, nor can it be merely ascribed to the “grassroots” imagination of
village self-governance. It is the outcome of the collusion between township governance and village self-governance,
which is concentratedly manifested in the institutional logic of Division of labor and cooperation between the
party and government, the governance logic of power operation, the distribution logic of resource pursuit, and the
discourse logic of mobilization strategies. The “rule-of-law paradox” resulting from the imaginary bureaucratic
relationship is essentially a by-product of the collusion between village self-governance and township governance.
The solution to this paradox should not focus solely on the rule of law itself. Instead, it should return to the premise
of avoiding the imaginary bureaucratic relationship born of collusion. Legalization is an inevitable path for rural
grassroots governance, and it should not be slowed down or abandoned due to the so-called “rule-of-law paradox”.
Keywords: rural grassroots governance; imaginary bureaucratic relationship; rule-of-law paradox; collusion

Techno-Fetishism, Institutional Constraints, and Narrative Construction: Exploration into the Manifestations
and Causes of Paradoxes in Digital Governance
Zheng Lei & Chen Yichun

Abstract: Contemporary digital governance practices exhibit multiple paradoxes, including quantification versus
simplification, holism versus autonomy, integration versus transparency, standardization versus refinement, and
efficiency versus experience. From the perspectives of techno-fetishism and institutional constraints, these paradoxes
are rooted in the interaction between the fetishization of instrumental rationality and institutional path dependence.
This interaction often causes digital governance practices to deviate from expected goals and even produce adverse
effects. Further examination from the perspective of story construction reveals that although digital technologies
have not achieved the expected results, they are constructed as “governance panacea” in public discourse, giving
rise to a deeper paradox between reality and narrative. Therefore, the future transformation of digital governance
should recognize technological boundaries, innovate governance concepts, and focus on social experience, to achieve
a digital governance paradigm with a sense of technological boundaries, institutional breakthroughs, and authentic
experience, thereby avoiding the pitfalls of showy tech governance, digital idling, and the myth of digital governance.
Keywords: digital governance; paradox; techno-fetishism; institutional constraints; narrative construction

Trustworthy Governance in the Era of Al Foundation Models
Liu Yuxuan & Yu Jianxing

Abstract: In the wake of the DeepSeek craze, Al foundation models have been extensively applied in China’s
social governance practices. Ensuring the trustworthiness of Al foundation models in social governance has become
increasingly important and urgent. From the perspective of social governance, the trustworthiness of Al foundation
models focuses on the matching degree between the capabilities of Al foundation models and the capability
requirements for addressing social governance issues. Based on this definition, a framework for trustworthy Al
foundation models in social governance can be constructed. This framework comprises five dimensions: (1) gaining
an in-depth understanding of model operation principles; (2) clarifying the expected performance of models on
tasks; (3) predicting potential derivative impacts of models and conducting active validation; (4) establishing a
second set of backup solutions outside the models; (5) utilizing governance data from large models to promote model
optimization and iteration.

Keywords: social governance; trustworthy; Al foundation models; resilient governance

Chinese “Shi” and Their Aestic Aspects: Origin, Evolution, and Characteristics
Zhang Fa

Abstract: “Shi” embodies the characteristics of traditional Chinese culture. The ancient form of the Chinese
character “Shi” and its interpretations reveal the ancient roots of Shi’s emergence. In terms of origin, the primitive
“Shi” possessed the integrity of knowledge. From the integration of the “Shi” and the king in the primitive era
to the emergence of the king, feudal lords, high-ranking officials, and “Shi” in early civilization, this integrity of
knowledge has persisted. “Shi” emerged during the rational age of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period,
which led to a further enhancement of their knowledge structure. The newly-emerged “Shi” formed an overall and
complementary knowledge structure in the new construction of knowledge, taking the cosmic Tao, benevolent human
nature, political law, and chivalrous society as its cornerstones and displaying diverse facets.

Keywords: Shi; unity of the teacher, the official, and the literary figure; aesthetics; ancient origin; historical
development

The “China” and the “Tradition” of Chinese Aesthetics
Liu Chengji
Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century, Western aesthetics was introduced to China through the efforts of
scholars like Wang Guowei, thus initiating its Sinicization process. Given the inherent indeterminacy of aesthetic
theory and the vastness of traditional Chinese aesthetic resources, research on the history of Chinese aesthetics
has struggled to form a stable form. Among these, the study of conceptual (category) history has been the most
foundational, with intellectual history, proposition history, cultural history, and ideological history serving as its
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