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[Abstract] The international order dominated by
the United States after World War II has experienced
significant changes. Initially characterized by openness,
inclusiveness, and the diffusion of institutions, this
order is now shifting towards stronger entry thresholds
and identity boundaries. Scholars describe these changes
using terms like “mini-multilateralism” and “anti-global-
” which are linked to legitimization theory. Lib-
eral internationalism, a theory that blends realism and

ization,”

liberalism, is popular among American academics and
plays a key role in legitimizing and revising the current
international order. It posits that the order is a rational
combination of power and institutions. This article re-

“

views “critical theories” developed by new-generation
left-wing scholars outside the United States. who argue
that the 20th-century international order is characterized
by a “supranational cartel.” This cartel is structured by
both explicit elements, such as countries’ rankings in
global economic and military power, and implicit ele-
ments, such as the identities countries assign to each
other based on ethnicity and shared experiences. Coun-
tries that rank high in either element collaborate to form
alliances to maintain their privileges in the global hierar-
chy. This “supranational cartel” hinders the development of
an equal and inclusive international order, perpetuating a
hierarchy based on wealth, ethnicity, and shared experi-
ences.
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International Relations and the Challenge of American Primacy . Princeton, NJ: Princeton
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