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Partial Organization: New Development of The Organization Theory

Zhu Qianwei

[ Abstract | Organizational theory has experienced the development of Classical organizational theory, Neoclassical

organizational theory, System Organizational theory and Learning Organizational theory. Partial

organization is a new organizational concept and theory developed in the early 21 century. Goran

Ahrne and Nils Brunsson differentiated the complete organization and partial organization in terms of

organizational elements. A complete organization contains five organizational elements: membership,

hierarchy, rules, supervision, and adjudication, while a partial organization contains only one or several

of them. The significance of partial organizations is that not all organizations need to have all the elements.

It’s probably a better choice for organizational function, in terms of cost—benefit perspective, to have

one or several elements or these elements integrated. Similarly, formal organizations can use partial

organizations to achieve some of their goals.

[ Keywords ] partial organization, organizational elements , meta—governance
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