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SUMMARIES

“Zeitgeist” , “Zeitenwende” and European Transition: A Long Cycle of Historical
Investigation Zhou Mu and Zhou Hong

In response to global shifts, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz proposed the slogan
“Zeitenwende 7 ( epochal turning point ) and outlined the German government’ s
countermeasures. This raises critical questions. Is the notion of an “epochal turning
point” conceptually precise? What are its concrete manifestations and underlying
principles? Can this framework adequately explain the diverse changes and social
turbulence observed in Europe? By conducting a long — term historical analysis of
European social transformations in the modern era, this study integrates the concept of
“Zeitgeist” (spirit of the times) into the examination of epochal transitions, validating
the dialectical interplay between productive forces, production relations, economic
base, and superstructure as articulated by classical Marxist theorists in shaping
Europe’ s social transitions and modernization trajectory. The research reveals that during
European social transformations, overlapping phases emerge—termed “ wrinkle
periods” —where conflicting temporal norms and ideologies collide, or “interregnum
periods” marked by the absence of dominant paradigms. These phases are often
characterized by complex social disarray. The study posits that Zeitgeist serves as a guiding
force for societal progress, with its evolution signaling epochal shifts. Building on this
framework , the paper analyzes post —World War Il European social transitions, arguing
that Europe entered a “welfare capitalism” era, where ideals such as “social equity” and
“civil rights” became consensus — driven principles, fostering balanced economic and
social development. However, rapid advancements in technology and global markets have
disrupted this equilibrium, propelling Europe into a new transitional phase. Concurrent
market anomie and government inefficacy, coupled with fragmented ideologies advocating
partial interests, reflect the absence of a renewed Zeitgeist. The decline of mainstream
political parties and dominant paradigms has starkly contrasted with accelerated productive
forces and regressive ideological trends. These phenomena underscore a critical lag in
Europe’ s production relations and superstructure relative to its productive forces.

Key Words: Centennial Transformation, European Transition, European — Style
Modernization, Welfare Capitalism, “Zeitgeist”

Preference Coordination, Network Effects, and the Institutionalization of BRICS
Cooperation Zhu Jiejin and Liu Yingchen
As a leading bloc of the Global South, BRICS countries engage in cooperation
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across diverse issue areas, yet exhibit significant variations in their levels of
institutionalization. Why does BRICS cooperation exhibit high institutionalization in some
issue areas, moderate in others, and low in others? The institutionalization level of
BRICS cooperation is jointly shaped by the degree of preference coordination among core
major powers within the bloc and the network effects inherent to specific issue areas. In
development finance, the high preference coordination between China and India,
coupled with weak network effects in this domain, results in a high level of
institutionalization. In financial safety nets, while China and Brazil achieve substantial
preference coordination, the strong network effects in this area lead to moderate
institutionalization. Conversely, in traditional cross—border payments, the low
preference coordination between China and Russia, combined with strong network
effects, yields low institutionalization. Exploring the variation in BRICS institutionalization
and its causes provides theoretical insights into the logic of BRICS institutional
development and practical guidance for advancing the institutionalization of an expanded
BRICS. On one hand, the expanded BRICS mechanism must intensify efforts to align
member states’ preferences, reconcile divergences, and identify compromises. On the
other hand, it should adhere to incremental institutionalization, prioritizing cooperation
in issue areas with weaker network effects to amplify its role in reforming the global
governance system.

Key Words: BRICS Cooperation, Preference Coordination, Network Effects,
Level of Institutionalization, Development Finance

Motivations, Cooperative Preferences and Implications of Belarus’ Accession to
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Deng Zhou and Xue Xiaoyu

Belarus’ proactive pursuit of membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) since 2022 has been driven by three strategic imperatives—national security
guarantees, diplomatic diversification, and economic development needs—with the
SCO’ s capacity to supply corresponding public goods forming a supply —demand nexus
that underpins its accession decision. Historically and contemporaneously, Belarus
prioritizes interconnectivity infrastructure, agricultural and food security collaboration,
and “seamless” security partnerships within the SCO framework. While accession may
enhance Belarus’ international standing and strategic environment, it risks short—term
tensions with Western states; for the SCO, enlargement strengthens global influence
and expands cooperative potential but poses challenges to its internal cohesion and
operational efficiency. At regional and international levels, Belarus’ membership in the
SCO will contribute to maintaining the overall stability of the Eurasian strategic security
architecture, safeguarding regional food security through stabilized supply chains, and
advancing the establishment of a new international order characterized by greater equity
and rationality. In response to the potential impacts of Belarus’ SCO accession, China
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