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“Educators in Greece”: Homers Political Theory

REN Jun-eng
( Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: In the Western intellectual tradition from literary forms to thought patterns Homer elevated the creative spirit of
mankind to the pinnacle of achievement. The Homeric Epics serves as a natural matrix and abundant source of Western thought
providing fundamental materials and inspiration for tragedians and historians. This article starts with an exploration of the ideo—
logical path of the two epics The Iliad and The Odyssey as well as their intrinsic connections revealing the creative intentions
and political teachings of the two epics. It then analyzes the core essence of the dispute between Plato and Homer between phi—
losophy and poetry and the crucial significance of this dispute in the history of Western thought.
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