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promoted by the Communist Party of China. The two kinds of driving forces are interwoven and
mutually reinforcing, jointly constituting the “two major dynamic mechanisms” of the laws of
contemporary China’s urbanization development. To promote the construction of modern people’s cities,
it is necessary to fully grasp the “four strategic themes” of high-quality development, efficient
governance, high-quality life and high-level spiritual order in the urbanization development with
Chinese characteristics. Based on the need for a reasonable layout of the modern urban system in
Contemporary China, the “two paths” of the urbanization development model with Chinese
characteristics must be carried out through the construction of regional coordinated development and
urban-rural integrated development in order to achieve the goals of urban circle integration
development, urban agglomeration integrated development and urbanization construction with county
towns as important carriers, which can create lasting development impetus for the new path of
urbanization with Chinese characteristics of “the rich leading the poor to prosperity and common
prosperity promoting further common prosperity” .

Key words: Modernized People-oriented Cities; laws of urbanization development; new path of

urbanization with Chinese characteristics; driving force

Digital Empowerment and Organizational Construction; The Logic and Pathways for
Advancing Smart and Refined Urban Governance ::::-:-+-cocereeeeeeeeeeeeees Wu Xiaolin(53)
Abstract. Cities represent complex giant systems characterized by the high concentration of
populations and massive components and elements. Crucially, data and information have evolved from
mere byproducts of social behavior into fundamental factors of socialized production. This fundamental
transformation in the economic structure is reconfiguring the logic and superstructure of urban
governance. Promoting smart and refined urban governance has become an inevitable choice to address
challenges such as urbanization entering a stable development phase, tightening resource and
environmental constraints, and the diversification of citizens demands. Advancing urban intelligence
and refinement requires the establishment of a governance system encompassing four dimensions:
digital infrastructure, scenario-based applications, closed-loop operations, and organizational
construction. Smart urban governance is not merely a technological upgrade but also a profound
organizational transformation. It necessitates “ data-adapted reforms” to break down departmental
barriers, reshape operational processes, and achieve precision governance driven by data. Looking
ahead, wurban governments must adhere to a people-centered approach, encourage societal
participation, balance development with security, and strengthen cost-benefit management to enhance
the level of smart and refined urban governance.

Key words: organizational reform; urban governance; smart governance; refined governance

Decentralization of a Unified State; The State Capacity of the Qing China from a Fiscal
Perspective ---+r-e+s-esreesieeeriiiiiiieiii i Deng Hanzhi, Xiong Yihan(59)
Abstract: The fiscal regime of the Qing China offers a perfect research opportunity to construct a
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fiscal state theory with a global perspective. The early and middle Qing witnessed the peak of the
unified state building in ancient Chinese history; regarding fiscal affairs, the Board of Revenue
monitored the system in a highly centralized way while maintaining a low budget level with rigid quota
management and ensuring effective top-down control over local subordinates. However, the Qing state
capacity suffered prolonged stagnation and even decline after the 1750s, which brought numerous
negative socioeconomic consequences. From the Taiping Rebellion crisis onward, the Qing state
witnessed not only localized militarization but also decentralized transitions of fiscal institutions. Local
states launched fiscal modernization reform in a bottom-up way by introducing considerable new
revenue and expenditure accounts, which greatly strengthened the extractive capacity and the state
responsiveness to social affairs, thereby accelerating the provision of modern public goods. This article
interprets the transition “centralization with low taxation” to “decentralization with high taxation” from
an institutionalist perspective. It concludes that the incentive and information mechanisms brought by
late Qing decentralization paved the way for the overall growth of China’s fiscal capacity. This article
aims to transcend the current fiscal modernization theories based on Western European nation states.
By distinguishing central and local capacities, considering central-local interactions, and incorporating
local states’ incentive and their responsiveness to socioeconomic conditions, this article offers a novel
framework to explain the transitions of state capacity.

Key words: state building; state capacity; fiscal state; unification; decentralization

“Governing through the Confucian Classics” ;: The Political Functions and Governing Logic of
Imperial Confucian Classics in the Early and Mid-Qing Dynasty

Lin Cunyang, Zhou Xuan(78)

Abstract: The Qing dynasty gradually inherited the concept of “ Great Unification” of China
before and after entering the Central Plains and adapted its political culture to the characteristics of the
times. Through the efforts of the The Kangxi, Yongzheng, and Qianlong emperors, the political and
cultural orientation of “ governing through classical studies” was firmly established. The Kangxi
emperor implemented a series of measures to uphold the national policy of “revering Confucianism and
valuing the Dao”. He promoted Neo-Confucian orthodoxy while suppressing heterodox thought,
clarified the lineage of the Way, and cultivated his image as a “Sage Ruler”. By distinguishing
between “genuine” and “false” interpretations of Neo-Confucianism, he sought to unify political
legitimacy with doctrinal orthodoxy, thereby asserting control over the interpretation of Confucian
classics and formulating the principle of “ governing through classical studies”. The Yongzheng
emperor continued this legacy by extending the concept of “Great Unification” to Buddhist and Daoist
beliefs. He further reinterpreted classical texts, replacing the traditional notion of “ expelling
barbarians” with “revering the ruler”, thereby redefining the principle of “ Great Unification” as
expressed in the Spring and Autumn Annals. During the Qianlong emperor’s reign, classical studies
were further exalted and shaped into a new academic form. His greatest achievement in this regard was
the compilation of the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries, which elevated classical studies above
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