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Security and the Transformation of National Governance Models
amidst the Great Changes Unseen in a Century

Zhang Ji

Abstract: The great changes unseen in a century are accelerating across the world, with the in-
ternational order undergoing significant changes characterized by “re-nationalization” | resurgence of
geopolitics, intensification of major-power competition and bloc formation, and renewed prominence
of ideology. This series of transformations indicates that compared with the post-cold War internation-
al order, security is playing an increasingly comprehensive role in national governance, which in
turn has triggered profound reforms in governance models and poses challenges to the political and
international political theories formed after the Cold War. The transformation of national governance
models is mainly manifested in three fundamental relationships ;: the relationship between security and
development; security and openness; security and peace. Through its practices in national govern-
ance and foreign relations, China has creatively developed theoretical and practical logics for han-
dling these three relationships, forming and implementing the holistic approach to national security.
As a major theoretical achievement contributing to the handling of these three fundamental relation-
ships—security and development, security and openness, security and peace—the holistic approach
to national security demonstrates Chinese wisdom and solutions, providing valuable references for
countries worldwide in addressing security challenges under these great changes unseen in a century.

Key words: national governance models; the holistic approach to national security; national

securily ; international order; the great changes unseen in a century



