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External events, through triggering mechanisms, prompted the EU to form a dynamic co-
constitution between internal institutional responses and strategic conceptual transformation:
at the practical level, this is reflected in the use of policy instruments to drive changes in
security mechanisms; at the conceptual level, this is revealed as new security conceptual
paradigms constructed through cognitive coordination. These two dimensions evolve
synergistically and reinforce each other, jointly shaping the path of the EU’s security autonomy.
In this process, institutions and ideas are expected to form a positive feedback loop, fostering
the continuous development of strategic autonomy.
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The Action Logic behind China’s Economic Countermeasures
against the U.S. during the Period of Increasing U.S. Strategic
Competition against China

FANG Jiongsheng

[Abstract] Economic countermeasures are a type of economic foreign policy that aims at
responding to foreign containment and coercion. Since the United States launched its strategic
competition against China, China has actively employed economic countermeasures to
safeguard its legitimate rights and interests—actions that are considered typical and representative
in academia. Based on their operational mechanisms, economic countermeasures can be
categorized by intensity, from highest to lowest, into three types: retorsion countermeasures,
targeted countermeasures, and neutralizing countermeasures. The choice of countermeasure
strategy is influenced by two factors: the nature of the damaged interests and China’s
perception of the shifting risks posed by the containment and coersion. When China’s core
interests are compromised, or when decision-makers believe that the risks to achieving its
strategic goals are increasing, China tends to choose more intense economic countermeasures.
By systematically analyzing a large number of cases of China’s economic countermeasures
against the United States since 2017, this paper validates the rationality of the theoretical
framework outlined above. Exploring the action logic behind China’s economic countermeasures
against the U.S. will help better understand how China integrates development and security,
effectively responds to the strategic competition initiated by the U.S., and ensures that China’s
modernization efforts are not hindered by external challenges.

[Keywords] economic countermeasures, U.S. strategic competition against China, economic
diplomacy, Chinese diplomacy, China-U.S. relations
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A Preliminary Discussion on the Construction of an Independent
Basic Theoretical System for National Security Studies
CHEN Zheng

[Abstract] The construction of an independent basic theoretical system for national security
studies should be based on China’s own unique issues and needs. It should highlight China’s
distinctive security concepts and ways of thinking, focus on key areas, and gradually produce
a systematic set of innovative achievements. The question of how late-modernizing countries
coordinate development and security during their rise can serve as a key analytical entry point
that holds both practical and academic value. The Holistic Approach to National Security has
established a distinctive style of systems thinking that emphasizes overall coordination and
universal interconnection. The academic community should integrate normative and empirical
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research, drawing upon experiences of Chinese-style modernization from a comparative
perspective. Focusing on four dimensions — security subjects, security issues, security actions,
and security goals, scholars should give high priority to developing innovative propositions
and achieving theoretical breakthroughs. In the security subject dimension, it is important to
clarify the relationships between national security, people’s security and the security of
China’s state power, identifying the relevant influencing factors and mechanisms. In the
security issue dimension, the focus should be on systematically exploring the evolution and
interrelations of different security issues. In the security action dimension, it is essential to
delve into the mechanisms of internal and external security linkages, and investigate how
temporal factors influence action strategies and their outcomes. In the security goal dimension,
attention should be given to the necessity and feasibility of pursuing relative and common
security, and the conditions required for their realization. Overall, the academic community
should play an active role, transform China’s unique characteristics into an innovative
advantage, and develop a distinctive yet universally applicable theoretical system.
[Keywords] basic theory of national security studies, Holistic Approach to National Security,
construction of an independent knowledge system, coordination between development and security
[Author] CHEN Zheng, Professor, School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan
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An Analysis of the Bidirectional Offense—-Defense Empowerment
Mechanism of AI in National Cognitive Security
LIU Lina

[Abstract] Taking the bidirectional offense—defense empowerment mechanism of artificial
intelligence (Al) in national cognitive security as the object of study, this paper proposes and
systematically constructs a Dual-Helix Theory of Cognitive Offense—Defense, revealing a
spiral evolutionary mechanism across three levels: technological empowerment, cognitive
manipulation, and social impact. The cognitive offense-defense dual-helix structure exhibits a
highly dialectical and unified character, forming two intertwined helical pathways: “technological
tools — cognitive manipulation — social deconstruction” and “technological interdiction —
psychological defense — social resilience.” Under the combined influence of synergistic and
antagonistic effects, the interactive mechanism manifests a coexistence pattern: a spiral rise
driven by a positive feedback loop alongside mutual constraint and suppression under a
negative feedback loop. When the dual-helix interaction is extended into the temporal
dimension, the discrete difference equation model developed in this paper simulates multiple
dynamic evolutionary scenarios of the cognitive offense—defense system. It explores the
nonlinear evolutionary patterns of both sides’ technological capabilities and the deep coupling
between technological and social layers. With cognitive security emerging as a key arena of
major-country competition, China should build a modern national cognitive security system
that is both “technologically advanced and socially resilient.” This paper not only expands the
theoretical boundaries of cognitive security but also provides a reference for China to secure
an advantage in cognitive security amid global technological competition.

[Keywords] Al, bidirectional empowerment, double helix of cognitive offense—defense,
cognitive-domain security
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Understanding China’s Participation in Global Food Security
Governance: From the Perspective of Governance Willingness
and Governance Capability

ZHANG Shuai

[Abstract] In the global food system, China has transitioned from an aid recipient to an aid
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