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The Evolutionary Dynamics of Global Governance Knowledge Systems
YU Bowen (24)

[ Abstract] The global governance knowledge system comprises three integral components
governance visions, governance methodologies, and governance theories, exhibiting three
key features of practical relevance, theoretical rigor, and normative orientation. The evolu-
tion of this knowledge system is driven by three interrelated mechanisms: practical feed-
back, theoretical reflection, and authority reconstruction. The practical feedback mecha-
nism directly tests the effectiveness of governance theories and offers experiential insights
that inform and catalyze theoretical innovation. The theoretical reflection mechanism influ-
ences the direction of innovation through argumentation, conceptual importation, and theo-
retical synthesis. The authority reconstruction mechanism not only generates new govern-
ance visions and methodologies but also reshapes the standing of governance theories within
global governance practices. While practical feedback and theoretical reflection operate as
reflexive mechanisms, their influence on governance visions and methodologies must be me-
diated through the reconstruction of authority. Global governance theory is primarily shaped
by these reflexive mechanisms; however, shifts in visions and methodologies—driven by au-
thority reconstruction—can alter the evaluative criteria of governance practices, thereby in-
directly influencing theoretical development. This article uses the knowledge system of in-
ternational development as a case to demonstrate the logic underpinning the evolution of
global governance knowledge. It analyzes the transformation of the international develop-
ment knowledge from the modernization paradigm to the neoliberal knowledge system, and
examines the Global South’s efforts to advance a new agenda for international development
knowledge production.

[ Keywords] knowledge systems, global governance, international development knowledge ,
neoliberalism, Global South
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Compelled Convergence While Seeking Divergence: South-North Policy Diffusion in
Global Development Governance
CHEN Zhaoyuan (48)

[ Abstract] South-North relations profoundly shape the prospects for international develop-
ment cooperation. In recent years, as China has become more active in participating in and
leading global development governance, the diffusion of international development policies
from the South to the North has become increasingly visible, which warrants close attention

and urgent theoretical inquiry. To examine whether and how South-North policy diffusion
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