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On the Critique of Psychopower in Contemporary Capitalism
Li Zhong, Zhang Yu

Psychopower has emerged as a new dimension in the critique of contemporary capitalism, addressing
the limitations of biopolitical interpretations in the post—industrial era and offering alternative analytical
approaches to the modes of power operation and governance in capitalist societies. At its core lies the shift of
power from biological life to the psychological realm. In his later critique of technology, Bernard Stiegler
conceptualizes the proliferative logic of post—industrial capitalism as a process in which memory technologies
deeply manipulate consciousness to dominate consumer behavior, arguing that psychopower—born from the
collusion of capital and technology—provides a crucial entry point for examining capitalist alienation in the
21st century. Byung— Chul Han, by contrast, seeks to rewrite the biopolitical paradigm developed since
Foucault, introducing the concept of "psychopolitics", which frames neoliberalism as a power regime
oriented toward the psyche. In the transition from disciplinary society to achievement society, external
coercive power gives way to a mode of control that governs and exploits subjects from within, through their
psyche. Reflecting on the critiques of psychopower of contemporary capitalism by Stiegler and Han
illuminates the conditions of its formation and its operational logic, offering significant insights for
understanding the transformations of contemporary capitalism and for enriching the contemporary relevance
of Marx's critique of political economy.

Keywords: contemporary capitalism, psychopower, Bernard Stiegler, Byung— Chul Han, critique of

political economy

Integrating Indirect and Direct Democracy: A New Advancement in the Practice of
Whole—Process People's Democracy
Wang Shikai, Xu Mo

The essence of modern democratic politics lies in people's sovereignty, and its advanced form should be
the realization of people's sovereignty as the exercise of governance by the people. To achieve this, it is
essential to guarantee citizens the right to directly manage state affairs. Indirect democracy, centered on
representative systems, confines democracy to electoral processes, resulting in the dilution of people's
sovereignty. Whole—process people's democracy, by adopting consultation as its fundamental procedural
mechanism, embeds direct democracy within indirect democracy, thereby achieving their integration. This
approach reverses the trend in Western democracies where indirect democracy has supplanted direct
democracy, creating a new framework for ensuring people's governance and their role as true decision—
makers. The integration of direct and indirect democracy is realized through consultative processes, making
the advancement of whole—process people's democracy dependent on the comprehensive development of
broad—based, multi—tiered, and institutionalized consultation.

Keywords: whole—process people's democracy, forms of democratic practice, indirect democracy, direct

democracy, consultation

Scientific and Technological Innovation, R&D Ecosystems, and the Formation of
New Quality Productive Forces
Qiu Bin, Zhu Wenjie

New quality productive forces represent an advanced form of productivity in which innovation plays a

leading role, and revolutionary scientific and technological innovation has always been a prerequisite for
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