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Returning Urban Grassroots Governance to the Origin of Autonomy
ZHU Qianwei

Abstract: The urban grassroots residents committees are mass autonomous
organizations for residents to self-manage, self-educate, and self-serve. However, over
time, these grassroots organizations have increasingly exhibited a strong trend toward
administrative formalization. This administrative tendency is driven both by the
profound changes in urban life following the establishment of the market economy and
by the improper encroachment of governmental power beyond the boundary between
the state and society. To restore grassroots urban governance to its autonomous
essence, innovation and reform are needed in three key areas: power, institutions, and
culture.

Keywords: grassroots governance; administrative formalization; autonomy
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