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30 Global Governance Initiative and Global Governance Reform: Up-

holding Fundamental Principles and Breaking New Ground
Abstract; Driven by a diverse range of actors, the process of global governance has
achieved a number of developmental accomplishments: the distribution of power in cer-
tain issue areas has become more equitable; multilateral institutions and the United
Nations have emerged as the central pillars of global governance; and diverse govern-
ance approaches have been developed, helping to alleviate some global challenges.
However, as the international landscape grows increasingly complex, the inherent
flaws of global governance have become more pronounced, and previous achievements
have shown signs of regression. Western-centrism and assimilative governance concepts
persist, and global governance continues to lack substantive democracy; the process of
achieving equitable power distribution has stagnated or even reversed; institutional
fragmentation has intensified, weakening the status of multilateral institutions; and
global governance faces a trend toward hollowing-out. Based on a dialectical under-
standing of both the past achievements and the enduring and emerging problems of
global governance, China has proposed the Global Governance Initiative. On the one
hand, this initiative seeks to uphold and revitalize the fine traditions of global govern-
ance in terms of power distribution, institutional development, and practical imple-
mentation, countering the recent “backsliding” behaviors of certain major powers. On
the other hand, the initiative strives to replace Western-centrism and assimilative gov-
ernance concepts with people-centered governance objectives and deeply democratic
organizational principles, while seeking to strengthen the systematic integration of gov-
ernance practices. Grounded in China’s extensive practical experience in global gov-
ernance reform, the Global Governance Initiative will promote reform in global govern-
ance in a way that both uphold fundamental principles and break new grounds.
Keywords: Global Governance Initiative, global governance, Chinese Diplomacy, in-
ternational institutions, reform
Author: Yu Bowen, Associate Professor, School of International Relations and Public
Affairs, Fudan University.
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53  The Strategic Transformation and Institutional Innovation of Arab

States within the Global South Discourse

Abstract; Arab states are undergoing a strategic and discursive transformation within

the framework of the Global South, shifting from a reliance on historical memory to-

ward institutional innovation. This process continues the anti-colonial and de-depend-
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